
Tiera Wilson was nomi-

nated by her mentors of 

Apili chapter at Christ Our 

Redeemer AME church 

(COR) in Irvine, California 

because, òTiera have over-

come many obstacles this 

year  and because of it 

has become a positive 

young woman who is a 

strong leader in the church 

and the community.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During 2008-09, Tiera was 

in the twelfth grade. At the 

beginning of the semester; 

she was having difficulties 

with her grades and at 

home.  During this year 

she learned to persevere 

and succeed and that any-

thing is possible if you be-

lieve!  First through her 

own personal determina-

tion, dedication as well as 

the added support from 

her peers,  Tiera took the 

initiative to attend a 

weekly tutoring class to 

improve her grades.  To-

date her grades have 

vastly improved!   

 

At home, Tieraõs family 

was going through a very 

challenging time and 

Tiera found herself being 

the shoulder for her fam-

ily to lean on.  It was this 

same determination, 

strength and focus that 

Tiera found inside herself 

from bringing up her 

grades, that she chan-

neled to help her family 

overcome a tough situa-

tion.  Today, Tieraõs family 

has been able to stabilize 

their situation with the 

support of each other and 

their church family.  

 

In addition to her Imani 

Phi Christ chapter, Tiera is 

heavily involved in many 

church, community, and 

social activities; which 

include, COR Dance Min-

istry, CORõs New Genera-

tion Praise Youth/Young 

Adult, COR Tutoring, 

Church and Community 

Volunteering, COR Chil-

drenõs Church, and Varsity 

Dance at Mira Monte High 

School. Tiera is definitely 

an asset to Imani Phi 

Christ as she has a trans-

formed herself into a vi-

able young leader.  She is 

always first to volunteer 

for anything that is asked of 

her.   Tiera is a great candi-

date for the award because 

she is a great example of 

how working with young 

women can only help them 

to get the best results in 

order for them to maximize 

their gifts. 

 

We are so proud of what 

Tiera was able to do by 

finding the strength, cour-

age and wisdom inside of 

herself.  This DEFINITELY is 

what Imani Phi Christ seeks 

to instill in all of our mem-

bers and this is why Tierra 

Wilson is the 2009 Jan-E 

Luckie MAXIMIZE Award  

recipient 

 

 

 

 

If you donõt know the story 

of Jan-E for whom the 

award is named, view 

Imaniõs video tribute to  

Jan-E by visiting                   

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=XA0CKiem3W4 

 

 

 

 

Tiera Wilson : A Youth on a Mission 
Jan-E  Luckie MAXIMIZE 2009 Award  Recipient  

by Charleen Adams 
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OUR MISSION 
 

Imani was founded with our initial 

program, Imani Phi Christ, on  

September 19, 1993 with a mission 

to help African American teenage 

girls maximize their potential.   

 

For more information,  

please visit our website at                 

www.Imani.org 



Imani Life Transformations was 

born out of a need realized in 

2004.  After years of working 

with teenage girls and as Imani 

Phi Christ members began mak-

ing the transition from adoles-

cence to adulthood, Nicole Rob-

erts Jones, Imaniõs Chairwoman 

& CEO,  realized the need to 

extend her work and developed 

more òwomen focusedó pro-

gramming to meet this need. 

With this in mind, in 2005, 

Imani Corporations program, 

Imani Life Transformations was 

developed with a mission to òto 

help African American women 

MAXIMIZE their potential.    

 

In 2005 Nicole launched Imani 

Life Transformations first pro-

gram with her life coaching ses-

sions designed to work with 

women to define and/or design 

life, love and career transforma-

tions. However as chapters of 

Imani Phi Christ began to grow, 

it kept Nicole on the road and 

not able to successfully work 

one on one with each individual 

women.  Therefore, Imani Life 

Transformations had to discon-

tinue the life coaching sessions 

and in lieu launched two new 

programs in 2009; the MAXI-

MIZE Moment weekly blog and 

MAXIMIZE Moment Radio seg-

ments. Also, look for informa-

tion on Nicoleõs book òDefine 

Your Own Wayó as well as more 

books to come.  Imani Life 

Transformations newest pro-

gram is the Imani Speakerõs 

Bureau coming in 2010.   Imani 

Speakerõs Bureau will be an 

avenue to book speakers for 

church retreats, keynote speak-

ers, corporate seminars, college 

workshops etcé.   

 

All monies raised through Imani 

Life Transformations directly 

goes toward the programs of 

Imani Phi Christ.   For more 

information  go to the Imani Life 

Transformation page at 

www.imani.org  

Imani Life Transformations Corner 

alone and  gave me strength 

and courage that has traveled 

with me in my adult life.ó  It was 

this strength and courage that 

saw Theresa graduate from 

Crenshaw High School in 1996, 

obtained a  B.S. in Child & Fam-

ily Development from San Diego 

State University in 2001 and 

received a M.A. in Counseling 

Psychology with an emphasis in 

Marriage & Family Therapy in 

2008 from National University.  

Whatõs next?  Obtaining her 

Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology. 

Theresa ultimately wants to own 

her own school.  

 

òI really have seen for myself 

how awesome God is and that 

without Him I cannot do any-

thing!ó  Theresa is currently the 

Preschool Director at Page 

Learning Academy, Inc. in  

Inglewood, California.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Theresa Holmes is an excellent 

example of a young woman who 

has MAXIMIZED her potential.   

Theresa became a founding 

youth member of Imaniõs first 

chapter, Akwanza in 1994.  

òImani Phi Christ gave me a 

voice.  When I first joined,  I was 

quiet and shy but Imani really 

taught me how to express myself 

and helped me to learn that my 

opinions matter.  It was great for 

me to be surrounded by women 

who made me feel like I was not 
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Welcome to the 7th issue of 

TRANSITIONS.  This past year 

has been remarkable! We have 

seen our first African American 

President get elected, President 

Barack Obama and then a few 

months later one of our most 

esteemed African-American in-

tellectuals Henry Louis Gates is 

arrested.  Whether you view his 

arrest as racial profiling or not,  

what both of these events,  say 

to me is that we have come so 

far, yet have we really? These 

events proved to further ignite 

the fire in my soul to continue 

the work we do through Imani.  

To continue so that every Afri-

can American teenage girl and 

woman can become ALL she 

can dream to be, despite the 

challenges that lie ahead.  It is 

in each of us defining our own 

way, in the face of the ordeals, 

hardships and/or trouble that 

cross our path that we really do 

continue the fight of our ances-

tors. As we do not allow any-

thing to turn us around!      

 

So as we embark on the 16th 

year of our programming  with 

Imani Phi Christ and our 4th 

year with Imani Life Transforma-

tions we fight on toward hope 

and promise as we know that 

ALL things work together for the 

good! 

  

With You In The Struggle, 

Nicole Roberts Jones 
 

2009-2010 Upcoming  Events 
 

September 19, 2009 
Imaniõs 16th Anniversary 

 

 

*SeptemberñNovember 2009 
Imani Phi Christ 

MAXIMIZE Retreat weekend*  

 
December 2009 

Holiday Shopping Extravaganza 
Fundraising event 

Los Angeles, CA 

 

January 15 ñApril 15, 2010 

Imani Phi Christ 

New Chapter Drive 

 
March 2010 

The New MAXIMIZE  
Networking /Fundraising event 

Los Angeles, CA 

 
More details to come about other events  

 

*Spring 2010 
Imani Phi Christ 

Financial Literacy Day* 
 

 

*Chapter Chairwomen check with  

Imani Corporate office for  

exact dates of upcoming  

workshops in your area. 

Imani Alumni Highlight 

The following are the chapters 

of Imani Phi Christ that were 

established this year: 

Akumi na Moja Chapter- 

Abyssinia Missionary Bap-

tist Church in Jacksonville, 

Florida founded by Sheila 

Jefferson. 
 

Akumi na Mbili Chapter -  

Love United Missionary 

Baptist Church in Kansas 

City, Missouri founded by 

Monique Tate. 
 

Akumi na Tatu Chapter - at 

Chesterfield Mission Bap-

tist Church in Myrtle 

Beach, South Carolina 

founded by Valeria Evans. 
 

We continue toward our ulti-

mate goal of growing through-

out the U.S.   If you or anyone 

you know is interested in start-

ing a chapter, look out for our 

annual new chapter drive 

which begins in January. 

Imani Phi Christ 

Continues  

to Grow 



As a new chapter of Imani 

Phi Christ, Anane Chapter 

at Purpose Church in Du-

luth Georgia had a variety 

of first time experiences 

for all involved. We 

shared many memory 

making opportunities to-

gether, but the one that 

stands out the most was 

our Community Service 

events at a local nursing 

home.   

 

Our girls had never served 

in such a capacity and 

both of the times that we 

visited this year were sim-

ply amazing.  On our first 

trip to the nursing home 

our girls made blankets 

and delivered them.  The 

residents at the center 

were so overwhelmed 

with joy that we quickly re-

turned for a spa day, in 

which the girls provided 

manicures for all who 

wanted them.   

 

It was a true pleasure to 

witness not only the joy in 

the eyes of the recipients 

of these kind acts, but the 

joy experienced by the 

girls as they served, it was 

truly PRICELESS!  

 

 

shared a power point pres-

entation they had created 

on a modern day "shero" 

with an inspiring career 

path.  The list of role mod-

els they researched in-

cluded:  Community Activ-

ists: Pauli Murray and Ma-

jora Carter; Prominent Phy-

sicians: Dr. Helene Gayle 

and Dr. Jocelyn Elders; In-

vestment Experts: Melanie 

Hobson and Gwen Iloani; 

and Corporate Leaders: 

Ann Fudge and Cathy 

Hughes among others.   

 

In a twist that only could 

When the girls of Bethel 

AMEõs Akumi Chapter in 

Boston thought about do-

ing their Black History 

Month project they had 

two goals in mind: 1) mak-

ing sure it was educa-

tional and 2) having their 

project focus on living leg-

ends.  Our Chapter Histo-

rian, Caylyn Fauntleroy, 

came up with an innova-

tive way to organize the 

project.  In addition to 

learning about the origins 

and purpose of Black His-

tory Month, at their Febru-

ary meeting,  each girl 

have been ordained by 

God, just one day after 

their presentations, sev-

eral girls who are inter-

ested in medical careers 

were blessed with a per-

sonal introduction to Dr. 

Helene Gayle, President 

and CEO of CARE, a lead-

ing humanitarian organi-

zation fighting global pov-

erty, who happened to be 

visiting Boston for a pub-

lic speaking engagement.  

It was truly an educational 

and inspiring weekend of 

activities that filled the 

Akumi Chapter with pride. 
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Akumi Chapter Celebrates Black History  
by Aisha Francis ðSamuels 
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New Beginnings 
by Michele Evans  
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ognized by Families Forward 

as receiving the most dona-

tions.  
 

 

Over the past year, the Apili 

chapter has revived itself as a 

staple program at COR. These 

young women take the time 

to help in CORõs children 

church and provide support to 

The Apili Chapter, in Irvine, 

California, is on the move!  

Imani Phi Christ provides 

the unique opportunity for 

young women to be of ser-

vice to their community. 

This year, the Apili chapter 

of Imani Phi Christ has 

hosted a number of com-

munity service events in-

cluding a Families Forward 

Food Drive and Toys for 

Tots Toy Drive.  

 

Working closely with the 

womenõs missionary society 

at Christ Our Redeemer 

AME Church (COR), Imani 

members went to grocery 

stores in the surrounding 

area to solicit food dona-

tions for the food drive. Af-

ter two weekends of ser-

vice, the Food Drive was a 

success and COR was rec-

the COR usher board as greet-

ers whenever they are 

needed. During every youth 

Sunday, members of Imani 

Phi Christ volunteer their time 

as COR Hospitality Greeters 

welcoming the congregation 

into the house of the Lord 

with a smile.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apili Chapter is on the Move  
by Charleen Adams  

TRANSITIONS is the yearly  

newsletter of Imani Corporation,  

which as a 501 © 3 has as our mis-

sion to MAXIMIZE the potential of 

African American youth & women.  

This is accomplished for youth 

through our program Imani Phi Christ 

and for adult women through our  

program Imani Life Transformations. 
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A few of Apiliõs members at 

food drive community service. 

Tiera volunteering to help with work at 

church. 

Akumi Chapter 

Ends the Year 

with a Bang! 

In case you missed this in 

our Summer E-Newsletter 

we have repeated this story 

below 

 

 

On Sunday, June 28th 

the members of Akumi 

chapter ended their fis-

cal year with a special 

step show at Bethel AME 

Boston's Youth Impact 

Sunday service.    To 

view, go to http://

w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /

watch?v=f_948Xbld-s  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_948Xbld-s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_948Xbld-s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_948Xbld-s

