
Jasmine Hobbs, a 13 year-old 

8th grade student who at-

tends Cedar Creek Christian 

Academy, was nominated as 

this yearõs Jan-E Luckie MAXI-

MIZE Award winner by her 

mentors of Akumi na Moja 

Chapter of Abyssinia Mission-

ary Baptist Church in Jack-

sonville, Florida where Dr. 

Eugene Diamond is the pas-

tor.  Jasmine was selected as 

this yearõs MAXIMIZE Award 

recipient by her mentors be-

cause of the tremendous 

growth in confidence and 

leadership that she has dem-

onstrated during her first 

year as a member of Imani 

Phi Christ.   

 

When she joined her chapter 

of Imani Phi Christ in 2010, 

she was a very shy young 

lady.  However, over the 

course of her first year, she 

began to open up.  Her men-

tors watched her blossom in 

response to lessons she 

learned in her Imani Phi 

Christ workshops and bond-

ing with her Imani sisters 

who helped build her confi-

dence.  Jasmine absorbed 

the information and did not 

hesitate to share her feel-

ings.  As the year pro-

gressed, she transformed 

from an introverted girl to an 

encouraging leader.  As a 

result of Jasmineõs willing-

ness to share, other Imani 

Phi Christ members followed 

her example and let go of 

their issues. 

 

Jasmineõs work does not 

end with Imani Phi Christ. 

Jasmine is a cheerleader for 

the Sweetwater Association 

of Jacksonville; volunteers at 

her school in the front office, 

is the Vice President of New 

Generation of Excellence 

(NGE youth ministry at Abys-

sinia), is a choir member, 

and also a cadet with the 

Girl Scouts.  Jasmineõs fu-

ture aspiration is to become 

a Registered Nurse. 

 

Jasmineõs aunt, who has 

raised Jasmine from age 

nine after the death of Jas-

mineõs father, said the fol-

lowing about Jasmineõs 

growth, òJasmine really has 

the ôLove of Godõ since be-

coming a part of Imani Phi 

Christ and is more helpful 

and always wants to volun-

teer in activities involving 

the church.ó 

 

 

Her mentors are so very proud 

of Jasmine and how much she 

has grown since becoming 

part of Imani Phi Christ.  That 

is why Imani Phi Christ is 

proud to recognize Jasmine 

Hobbs as the 2011 Jan-E 

Luckie MAXIMIZE Award Hon-

oree. 

 

 
If you donõt know the story 

of Jan-E for whom the 

award is named, view 

Imaniõs video tribute to  

Jan-E by visiting                   

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=XA0CKiem3W4 

 
 

Jasmine Hobbs : Letting Her Voice Be Heard! 
Jan-E  Luckie MAXIMIZE 2011 Award  Recipient  

by Sheila Jefferson 
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OUR MISSION 
 

Imani Corporation was founded with 

our initial program, Imani Phi Christ, 

on September 19, 1993 with a mis-

sion to help African American teen-

age girls MAXIMIZE their potential. 

Our programming for adult women, 

Imani Life Transformations was 

founded in 2005 with a mission to 

help African American women  

MAXIMIZE their potential.   

 

For more information,  

please visit our website at                 

www.Imani.org 



Imani Corporation experienced a 

growth spurt last year and with it 

we needed to enhance our infra-

structure as we continue to de-

velop both programs.  We are 

happy that Amelia Williamson 

has continued with us as the 

Imani Phi Christ Program Direc-

tor.  In addition, Imani Corpora-

tion added three new staff.  They 

are; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theresa Holmes, is our new 

Imani Phi Christ West Midwest 

Director.  Theresa was a found-

ing member of Imani Phi Christ 

at First AME church and joined 

in March of 1994.  Theresa 

graduated from San Diego State 

University in May of 2001 and 

received her Masterõs degree in 

Counseling Psychology in 2008 

from National University.  

Theresa currently works as a 

Preschool Director and is intern-

ing as an MFT trainee. When 

asked about her new role 

Theresa had this to say, òmy new 

role as the West Midwest Re-

gional Director is one that I take 

much pride in.  I believe that I 

am an example of what Imani 

Phi Christ stands for.  I was a 

member, became a mentor, and 

now at this stage of my life I feel 

that my new role will allow me 

the opportunity to afford other 

young women the same opportu-

nity to maximize their potential.  

Imani is all about giving back 

and I am now able to fully maxi-

mize my potential by giving back 

what Imani gave to meéThe 

courage to take my place and 

make a difference.ó  Theresa 

currently resides in Los Angeles. 

 

LaTicia McEachern, (formerly 

Wilson), is our new Imani Phi 

Christ South East Director.  LaTi-

cia joined our Imani Phi Christ 

chapter at First AME church in 

March of 1998.  LaTicia served 

our country as a Sergeant in the  

United States Army from 2001-

2006.  She then went on to re-

ceive her Bachelor of Arts de-

gree from Fayetteville State Uni-

versity in 2008 and a MBA this 

year from Strayer University.  

She is currently employed in the 

Department of Housing and Ur-

ban Development - Office of 

Public and Indian Housing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LaTicia had this to say about her 

new role, òhaving been under 

the leadership of Nicole has had 

a tremendous impact on my life. 

One of Nicole's first lessons that 

I took to heart was planting 

seeds in people's lives and pro-

jects that you believe in. So to-

day not only am I proud to have 

been a part of the early years of 

Imani Phi Christ, but more en-

thusiastic and honored to serve 

in the capacity of Regional Di-

rector.ó LaTicia currently resides 

in Atlanta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keisha Lloyd is the Executive 

Assistant to the Imani Corpora-

tion CEO, Nicole Roberts Jones. 

Keisha is also an alumni mem-

ber of Imani Phi Christ at First 

AME and joined in January of 

1995.   She is currently pursuing 

a degree in Health Administra-

tion. When asked about her new 

role Keisha had this to say,  òI 

am blessed to be a part of Imani 

Corporation. As a teenager I was 
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Welcome to the ninth issue of  

TRANSITIONS.  This is an exciting 

moment for me!  I am filled with 

enthusiasm and pride!  Why you 

might ask?  Well, when I first be-

gan Imani Phi Christ 18 years ago, 

I always knew that our alumni 

would grow up and join me to take 

Imani to heights it has never seen.  

I just had no idea how or when it 

would happen.  Well, the vision has 

come to fruition!  It actually began 

to be realized in 2004 when Ame-

lia Way (now Williamson) joined me 

on staff in this journey, and she 

has been a TRUE blessing!  As 

Imani continues to grow we have 

seen this vision expand as our first 

cohort of mentees now form a 

newly created team that will help 

take Imani to the next level.  You 

will read more about each of them 

in this issue, but I have to say that 

I am thrilled to see my girls, now 

women, come back to give back.  It 

is a feeling I cannot truly express 

through words. 

 

So as we launch our 18th year of 

Imani Phi Christ (our program for 

youth) and our 6th year with Imani 

Life Transformations (our program 

for women), we continue to help 

African American teenage girls and 

women to find their light in a world 

full of darkness.  Look for great 

new updates throughout the year 

as we thank each of you for joining 

us in this journey of flipping on the 

switch so that we can all MAXIMIZE 

our potential! 

With You In The Struggle, 

Nicole Roberts Jones 

As with each new year for 

Imani we continue to grow!  

With last yearõs book launch of 

Define Your Own Way by 

Imaniõs Founder & CEO, Nicole 

Roberts Jones, yet another 

need emerged.   

 

As Nicole traveled from city to 

city sharing the principles in 

her book, many folks called 

asking her to facilitate work-

shops.  With this new need, 

another new program was 

born. Check out Nicoleõs new 

s p e a k i ng  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.NicoleRobertsJones.com  

 

As with all Imani Life Transfor-

mations programs, funds 

raised from Nicoleõs speaking 

engagements will directly 

benefit Imani Phi Christ. For 

more info  on all of Imaniõs 

programming for women, go 

to the Imani Life Transforma-

tion page at www.imani.org  

Imani Life  

Transformations 

Corner 

able to see successful, strong 

educated and beautiful black 

woman as my mentors. What I 

was given so many years ago 

was priceless and now that I 

am able to serve Imani means 

the world to me. As a mother I 

am well aware of the neces-

sity of positive role models 

and the work that the mem-

bers of the Imani family are 

doing to lead young girls and 

women to self sufficiency. I 

am glad for the opportunity to 

give back in an administrative 

capacity.ó  Keisha currently 

resides in Mt Vernon, New 

York. 

 

Look for great things from 

these ladies working to take 

Imani Phi Christ to the next 

level.  

 



Akumi na Moja Chapter at 

Abyssinia Missionary Bap-

tist Church in Jackson-

ville, Florida, coordinated 

a walking team for the 

Walk MS event on April 

16, 2011.  Walk MS is a 

time and a place for peo-

ple to stand as one and to 

be together as they help 

raise critical funds that 

supports cutting edge re-

search, drives change 

through advocacy, facili-

tates professional educa-

tion and provides programs 

and services to help people 

with MS move their lives 

forward.  The team that 

was coordinated by Akumi 

na Moja Chapter was put 

together in honor of a 

mother of one of their 

members, Vivian Freeman 

who has Multiple Sclerosis.  

 

Over 50 participants rang-

ing in ages six months to 

over 70 years gathered to-

gether to celebrate with the 

members of Akumi na Moja 

Chapter and walk together 

as òTeam Vivian.ó They or-

dered team shirts which 

helped them to capture the 

spirit of paying homage 

while giving back as they 

walked the 3.5 mile 

course. The members of 

the chapter had so much 

fun that they have de-

cided that this is some-

thing that will do every 

year when the MS Walk 

comes to Jacksonville, FL. 

 

The members of the 

Akumi na Moja Chapter of 

Imani Phi Christ continue 

to honor Vivian Freeman 

and pray for her healing. 

I joined Imani Phi Christ in 

the Fall of 2010 and every 

since itõs been a life chang-

ing experience! This program 

has had a total impact on my 

life and how I carry myself. 

With every activity, meeting 

or just a simple outing, I 

learn a better way to deal 

with life by the grace of God 

and the support and leader-

ship of my Imani Phi Christ 

mentors. While we have 

these meetings and sleep-

overs, I personally experi-

ence spiritual and emotional 

encounters, not just for my-

self but also with other mem-

bers.  We talk about peer 

pressure, self esteem, per-

sonal encounters, struggles.  

Our outlook on life and our-

selves and most important 

how to praise, worship and 

live a life as a young Chris-

tian lady.  

 

Imani Phi Christ is a bless-

ing to me and I will never 

regret joining this program. 

I hope that one day it will 

expand over the nation by 

coming into millions of 

young lives.  Taking over 

communities and lives just 

like it did mine. 
 

Sincerely,  

Lashandria Vereen 
Member of Akumi na Tatu Chapter 

Chesterfield Missionary Baptist 

Church, Longs, SC 
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New World Development 

2011-2012 Upcoming  Events 
 

September 19, 2011 
Imaniõs 18th Anniversary 

 

 

*OctoberñNovember 2011 
Imani Phi Christ 

MAXIMIZE Retreat weekend 
 

 

December 2011 

Holiday Shopping Extravaganza 
Fundraising event 

Los Angeles, CA 
 

 

January 15 ñJune 15, 2012 

Imani Phi Christ 

New Chapter Drive 
 

 

March 2012 
Imani Phi Christ 

Financial Literacy Month 

 

March 2012 

MAXIMIZE Your Potential 
Networking /Fundraising event 

Los Angeles, CA 

 

July 2012 

Imani Phi Christ  

Kufnya Tena Conference 

Jacksonville, FL 
 

 

A Letter to Imani  
By LaShandria Vereen 
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Jacksonville Walks for MS 
by Sheila Jefferson  
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of that a representative from the 

Department of Health in Kansas City 

come out to do a workshop on òPeer 

Pressure & Sexualityó and the girls 

got to talk about STDõs and sexual-

ity.   The evening ended with pizza 

and good old sista girl talking and 

laughing.  

The Lock-In was put together by the  

members of the Akumi Na Mbili 

chapter  as a way to bound with lo-

cal teenage girls and a way to intro-

duce them to Imani Phi Christ.  Ulti-

mately hoping to recruit new mem-

Akumi Na Mbili chapter of Imani Phi 

Christ from Kansas City, MO hosted 

an all female Lock-in on July 29 & 

30, 2011.  The theme was Girls 

Night Out as they invited young 

women throughout the city to at-

tend.  

 

The eveningõs activities included 

Spa Time where girls gave each 

other manicures & pedicures. The 

girls were each given a bag that they 

decorated with different words as 

they shared with all why they picked    

them.  They shared with each other 

who are the people who have had 

some influence in their lives as they 

each had to pick people from the 

community who have some how 

touched their lives.  After all the girls 

shared, they were given the charge 

to actually go and tell this person 

just how much they have meant to 

them in their lives.   In addition to all 

bers for their chapter.   The mem-

bers of Akumi Na Mbili chapter 

had so much fun hosting the 

event they have decided that they 

want to host it again next year and 

make this an annual event.  What 

a great way for our Imani Phi 

Christ girls to touch other area 

youth as well as recruit new mem-

bers to join their chapter.  

 

All the girls left the evening feeling 

uplifted and excited about the 

summer and their new school year 

to come.  

 

A Girls Night Out Lock-In  
by Monique Tate 

TRANSITIONS is the yearly  

newsletter of Imani Corporation,  

which as a 501 © 3 has as our mis-

sion to MAXIMIZE the potential of 

African American youth & women.  

This is accomplished for youth 

through our program Imani Phi Christ 

and for adult women through our  

program Imani Life Transformations. 
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